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We are PRISMA
Every year, the Pacific Region International 
Summer Music Association (PRISMA) Festival 
& Academy welcomes world-renowned guest 
artists and top international music students 
for two weeks of musical exploration by the 
sea. Here in Powell River, British Columbia, 
Canada, you can see an 80-piece orchestra 
take shape right before your eyes, along 
with performances by members of leading 
orchestras from around the world.

Since the very first PRISMA Festival held in 
2013, our organization has mentored over 700 
students from 38 countries. Many have gone 
on to win positions in professional orchestras 
around the world; others enjoy busy careers as 
soloists, chamber musicians, and instructors. 
Our collaborative environment nurtures both 
professional development and community 
engagement. Many attend our PRISMA 
Academy on a full scholarship, thanks to the 
incredible generosity of Musical Merit Fund 
donors.

PRISMA wishes to acknowledge the Tla’amin 
Nation, on whose ancestral territories we gather 
each summer for two weeks of inspiring music-
making.
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5,000+ ATTENDEES  •  51 PUBLIC EVENTS  •  255 MEMBERS  •  78 VOLUNTEERS  •  1,293 VOLUNTEER HOURS

President’s message
After two-and-a-half years of COVID pandemic perseverance 
and care, PRISMA 10 represented a return to fortitude as the 
final two weeks of June 2022 saw students return to face-to-
face production of symphonic music in Powell River, in an 
auditorium filled nightly with aficionados of their metier. Social 
distancing was practiced, masks were worn, and the ill refrained 
from attendance, as 73 students comprised the PRISMA Festival 
Orchestra from: the USA, the Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Poland, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Korea, Peru, 
Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela, and Canada.

International centres of music instructional excellence sent 
students including Eastman School of Music (USA), Geneva 
University of Music (Switzerland), HKU Conservatory of 
Utrecht (The Netherlands), Frankfurt University of Music and 
Performing Arts (Germany), National Institute of Music (Costa 
Rica), New England Conservatory (USA), Rice University 
Shepherd School of Music (USA),  Royal College of Music 
(UK), McGill University Schulich School of Music (Canada), 
University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna (Austria), 
University of Ottawa (Canada) and Yale School of Music (USA.)

Twenty-four Guest Artists delivered focussed tutorials and 
enthusiasm, and travelled from their homes in the USA, the 
Netherlands and Canada to do so.

The PRISMA musical product was delivered in the form of 51 
live events, 46 of which took place at the Evergreen Theatre. 
PRISMA on the Beach once again gave thousands of members of 
the general public a wonderful opportunity to combine outdoor 
ambience with our regional beauty as they listened to the 
students and guest artists perform at Willingdon Beach.

All of the above was delivered by a dedicated team of permanent 
and contract staff, 78 volunteers, and with the support of 255 
PRISMA Members. Financial support was provided by a diverse 
cast of local businesses, all three bodies of local government 
(the City of Powell River, the qathet Regional District and the 
Tla’amin Nation), the Province of British Columbia, several 
family foundations, and our lead corporate sponsor, BC Ferries.

Just looking at the above votes of confidence in PRISMA’s 
role and annual product, makes me think forward to our 
collective future as a cultural product provider in an unique and 
somewhat isolated region of natural beauty, combining back-
country lakes and mountains, the majestic beauty of Desolation 
Sound and the shoreline of the Salish Sea. Interestingly, we 
are also located in relative close proximity to a major civic 
international tourism destination and business entity that 
dominates cultural production in our province. All the same, 
PRISMA has now demonstrated for a decade that Powell 
River is able to attract international cultural attention in the 
field of symphonic music. When considered along with the 
International Choral Kathaumixw, and the growing number 
of artists, writers, poets, filmmakers, architects and Indigenous 

cultural creatives who make the qathet Region their home, it is 
hard not to feel that a trend may be afoot.

When I look around the world for parallel examples of creative 
genius at arm’s length from the traditional big city locales, one 
destination comes increasingly to mind: the Lake District in 
the United Kingdom. It is a popular tourism destination – well 
known for its glacial ribbon of lakes and wonderful historic 
literary, musical and architectural associations. And it famously 
sits about four hours north of London via express train, or 
five or six hours by car. Home to a wonderful collection of 
preserved cottages, museums and galleries exhibiting the 
British Arts and Crafts architectural tradition, it is also where 
William, Dorothy and Mary Wordsworth, Beatrix Potter, 
John Ruskin and Samuel Taylor Coleridge produced their 
best works. The magnificent Theatre by the Lake in Keswick 
holds annual festivals of literature, jazz, film and mountains. 
Londoners have flocked there for over 200 years to experience 
culture in nature. 

I went to the Lake District last May, and came home to Skelhp 
in the qathet District “south of town” thinking that we are 
part of the same cultural energy as evident in Ambleside, 
Keswick, Windermere and Bowness. With the post-COVID 
trend of working from home bringing more and more once- 
Vancouverites to the qathet Region, and the return of our 
cultural festivals, I think we should at least dream of a very 
significant cultural raison d’être for where we live. I think it has 
the potential be the new base of our next economy.

Mike Robinson, C.M.
President, PRISMA Board of Directors



2013 
THE DREAM LIVES ON…
From the embers of Symphony Orchestra 
Academy of the Pacific (SOAP) came the 
first-ever PRISMA Festival, in 2013. “What 
a miracle we pulled it off,” recalls artistic 
director and co-founder Arthur Arnold. 
“There was an orchestra, indeed, and it was 
good!” Even in its infancy,  PRISMA was 
able to draw star power with an appearance 
by acclaimed South Korean violinist 
Soyoung Yoon, who played Tchaikovsky’s 
Violin Concerto in D major with the Pacific 
Philharmonic (now known as the PRISMA 
Festival Orchestra.)

2014
BATTLE OF THE 
MILLION-DOLLAR VIOLIN
If you think Coca Cola and Pepsi are a 
contentious comparison, try Stradivari 
and Guadagnini – makers of two of the 
most valuable, beautiful-sounding and 
sought-after string instruments on earth. 
One of the highlights of PRISMA 2014 
was a spontaneous comparison – on stage, 
mid-concert, at Arnold’s behest – between 
Herbert Greenberg’s 1685 Stradivarius violin 
and Soyoung Yoon’s 1773 ex Bückeburg 
Guadagnini violin. (For the record, Yoon’s 

other instrument happens to be a 1710 King 
George Stradivarius, so don’t get any ideas 
about brand loyalty…)

2015
COMMEMORATION FROM 
AIR, LAND AND SEA
The free community event now known as 
“PRISMA on the Beach” used to be called 
“A Celebration of the Senses” and the 
2015 instalment commemorated 70 years 
since the Liberation of the Netherlands 
by Canadian Armed Forces. World War 
II veteran Fred Gendron (1925-2017) 
fought as a member of the Queen’s own 
Rifles, 3rd division, and was in attendance 
at the event. Audiences were treated to an 
airborne spectacle involving the Fraser 
Blues formation flying team, as well as a 
grand finale performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
1812 Overture complete with cannonade 
supplied by the Canadian Navy.

2016
INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS
During the penultimate concert of 
the 2016 PRISMA Festival, Arizona-
born percussionist Trevor Barroero 
was crowned the concerto competition 
winner. The prize was an invite to 
Russia to play timpani with the Moscow 
Symphony Orchestra, where Arnold was 
music director from January 2012 until 

his resignation in March 2022. “Hearing 
Tchaikovksy’s Romeo and Juliet, the timpani 
so proudly present in the Great Hall of the 
Moscow Conservatory, itself named after 
the composer, I could only smile,” recalls 
Arnold, “Even though it might have been on 
the loud side!”

2017
EMOTIONAL PERFORMANCE
In her first appearance at PRISMA, 
Canadian soprano Lauren Margison was 
the guest soloist for Strauss’ Four Last 
Songs. Arnold still remembers the orchestra 
musicians being overcome with emotion 
during that performance. “There was a 
magical moment on stage where we all got 
tears in our eyes,” he says, recalling the line: 
“And the soul, unobserved, will float about 
on untrammeled wings, in the enchanted 
circle of the night, living a thousandfold 
more deeply.”

2018
THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE
One of the most outstanding guest 
appearances in PRISMA history 
undoubtedly came from Hungarian-
born musician Máté Szücs, who at the 
time was principal viola with the Berlin 
Philharmonic. The musical connection 
was palpable, with a kinship on display for 
all to see. “Playing together was seemingly 
effortless – the same musical language,” 
remembers Arnold. “What an inspiration 
he was for the students.”

Celebrating a decade of memories
In 2022, PRISMA celebrated its 10th season. As we reflect on that milestone, here are some of our favourite highlights 
from past iterations of the PRISMA Festival & Academy.

2019
AN ON-STAGE SWITCHEROO
Sometimes, the most unorthodox solutions 
garner the best results. During a conducting 
masterclass in 2019, Arnold’s two students 
were having a little trouble leading the 
soprano soloist while still allowing her a 
sense of artistic freedom. “Everything kept 
slowing down, making it rather impossible 
to sing,” he reminisced. “So, they switched 
places and the conducting students sang the 
aria, the soprano conducted the orchestra, 
and after that everything fell into place.”

2020
PRISMA ON THE COUCH
“Who knew we would be successful as TV 
producers and announcers?” laughs Arnold, 
referring to the late-spring 2020 pivot that 
led to the first 10-episode season of PRISMA 
on the Couch. (He didn’t know it at the 
time, but the series would return in 2021 
for additional episodes as well.) This trip 
into the archives unearthed hours of footage 

from past performances and coupled it with 
newly-recorded educational and interview 
content, all hosted from centre stage at the 
Evergreen Theatre.  Re-runs continue to air 
on Shaw Spotlight, Channel 4, in parts of BC.

2021
SOME STRINGS ATTACHED...
With the pandemic still affecting events 
worldwide, organizers knew that the 2021 
festival would need to be adaptable to 
any and all scenarios. In the end, a hybrid 
model was used as PRISMA offered in-
person masterclasses and performances for 
small groups with a much larger audience 
joining online via livestream. The absence 
of an orchestra freed Arnold up to be able 
to trade his conductors’ baton for a cello, 
joining the Lafayette String Quartet on the 

Evergreen Theatre stage for a performance 
of Schubert’s String Quintet in C Major. A 
rare treat!

2022
THE ORCHESTRA RETURNED
“Musicians need an audience, not just a 
camera and microphone,” says Arnold. 
“That incredible sense of connection 
through music only happens when being 
together in the same space.” 

Share your memories
 
Now it’s your turn! Do you have a 
favourite highlight from PRISMA 
you’d like to share? Email us at 
publicity@prismafestival.com.

These on-stage antics in 2017 culminated in the maestro cutting a donor’s lawn...



Violin
Julie Lin (Canada)
Edward Tan (Singapore)
Kyu Ri Kim (Singapore / Republic of Korea)
Serena Vanheuverswijn (Netherlands)
Marta Florit Garcia (Spain)
Chloë Elsenaar (Netherlands)
Ting Wai Tegwen Sak (Canada / Hong Kong)
Nora Lee (USA)
Marcela Cerna (Peru)
Kelsey Philbrick (USA)
Adriaan van Es (Netherlands)
Vivian Giesbertz (Netherlands)
Elizabeth Martinez Rammirez (Mexico)
Isabella MacLellan (Japan / Canada)
Angela Lee (Canada)
Hsin-Tzu Hsu (USA / Taiwan)
Paula Nava Romero (Mexico)
Anna Stanley (USA)

Viola
Renyu Martin Peh (Singapore)
Ye In Son (United States / Republic of Korea)

PRISMA Festival Orchestra

Katherine Moran (Canada)
Yixon Marin (Peru / Venezuela)
Paula Sedeño Moreno (Spain)
Ana La Salete Ferriera Vaz (Switzerland / Portugal)
Joaquin Garcia (Canada)

Cello
Juan Lin (Singapore)
Maura Phelps (USA)
Jacob MacDonald (Canada)
Ángela Inés Fernández Bozal (Spain)
Marina Sanchez Cabello (UK / Spain)
Samuel Nadurak (Canada)
Sara Strozzo (USA / Italy)
Jadwiga Zofia Roguska (Austria / Poland)

Bass
Hannah Novak (USA)
Kuan-Chieh Lo (USA/ Taiwan)
Harrison Dearman (USA)
Brock Meades (Canada)
Nodier Garcia (USA / Mexico)

211 APPLICANTS    •   16 COUNTRIES    •   73 ACCEPTED STUDENTS    •   57 MUSICAL MERIT FUND RECIPIENTS  

Our 73 students represented 16 countries and 45 of the world’s top music schools.

Flute
Dayna Hagstedt (USA)
Isabel Evernham (USA)
Jessica Wu (USA)

Oboe
Lauren Nelson (USA)
Evelyn Holzinger (Germany / USA)
Maren Tonini (USA)
Myrthe Annemijne Egberink (Netherlands)

Clarinet
Harry Hwang (USA)
Tyler Baillie (USA)
Mutian (Thomas) Shen (Hungary / China)
Timothy Hanley (USA)

Bassoon
Kylie Hansen (Canada / USA)
Shelby Capozzoli (USA)
Daniel McCarty (USA)
Adelaide Braunhill (USA)

Horn
Kieran Scruggs (USA)
Tyler Goldsmith (USA)
Esther Olorov-Mayer (USA)
Timothy May (USA)

Trumpet
Daniel Venglar (UK / USA)
Sophie Urban (USA)
Joshua Camper (USA)

Trombone
Marquis Wincher (USA)
Kar-Chun (Tommy) Chiu (USA / Hong Kong)
Taylor Jones (USA)
Clayton Yoshifuku (USA)

Tuba
Alexander Tran (USA)

Percussion
Jackson Riffle (USA)
Bo Fei Lu (USA / Taiwan)
Carissa Ledesma (USA)
Jonas Koh (USA)

Harp
Charlotte Chong (Singapore)
Yvonne Cox (USA)

Conducting
Pyeongkang Park (USA / Republic of Korea)
Camilo Tellez (USA / Colombia)

String Quartet-in-Residence: Concordia Quartet
Edward Tan
Kyu Ri Kim

Guest Artists
Music Director
Arthur Arnold

Violin
Terence Tam
Carla Leurs

Viola
Hung-Wei Huang

Cello
Henry Shapard
Brian Yoon

Bass
Dylan Palmer

Flute
Janet Arms

Oboe
Pauline Oostenrijk

Clarinet
Alain Desgagné

Bassoon
Marc Goldberg

36 HOURS OF ORCHESRA REHEARSALS   •   140 HOURS OF LESSONS   •   382 HOURS OF INSTRUCTION, TOTAL   

Support from the Powell River Community Foundation 
(PRCF) made it possible for violist Ana la Salete Ferreira 
Vaz (from Portugal, via Switzerland where she’s studying 
viola with renowned violist and PRISMA 2018 guest artist, 
Máté Szücs) to attend PRISMA on a full scholarship. Here 
she is with PRCF president Alston Miller at PRISMA 2022.

Horn
Fokke van Heel

Trumpet
Marcus Goddard

Trombone
Brian Wendel
Gordon Cherry

Tuba
Richard Antoine White

Percussion
Bill Linwood

Harp
Heidi Bearcroft

Piano
Edwin Kim

Lafayette String Quartet
Ann Elliott-Goldschmid
Sharon Stanis
Joanna Hood
Pamela Highbaugh-Aloni
with Yariv Aloni 
& Nicole Mandryk

Renyu Martin Peh
Juan Lin



Festival highlights
Our 2022 program featured a long-awaited 
return to an international in-person festival 
and academy model, featuring 73 students and 
24 guest artists from 16 countries. Repertoire 
included Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade, 
Bartók’s Concerto for Orchestra and great 
masterworks by Boulanger, Mozart, Smetana, 
and more. Edwin Kim, a longtime favourite of 
PRISMA audiences, also returned to perform 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 20 in D Minor.

Lafayette String Quartet
It was wonderful to have the Lafayette String Quartet 
back in Powell River to teach and perform. Highlights 
of their June 14 concert included the world premiere of 
Singing Through Generations, co-composed by Nicole 
Mandryk and Leila Lustig, as well as a guest appearance 
by violist Yariv Aloni.

Concerto Competition
On June 15, PRISMA audiences were treated to 
performances by 10 Concerto Competition semi-finalists 
at the Evergreen Theatre. Our jury of international 
guest artists chose two competitors to compete in the 
final round on June 24. The winner was violist Yein Son, 
currently studying at Stony Brook University Music 
Department, who took home a $1,500 cash prize and a 
full scholarship to return to PRISMA. The runner-up was 
cellist Jadwiga Zofia Roguska, who took home a $500 
cash prize and a full scholarship to return to PRISMA.

Forbidden Music Regained
Audiences at PRISMA’s annual chamber music concert 
were treated to a program of rarities: forbidden and 
forgotten works by six Dutch composers, carefully 
selected by maestro Arthur Arnold and beautifully 
interpreted by guest artists and students. 

RAW Tuba
Tubist and motivational speaker Dr. Richard Antoine 
White (“RAW Tuba”) was one of our featured guest 
artists at PRISMA 2022, sharing wisdom and music at 
a Masterclass and Limelight Concert on June 20. The 
principal tubist of the New Mexico Philharmonic and 
Santa Fe Symphony had us all turning impossible into 
“I’m possible!”

Kids’ Concert & Fun Fair
There were plenty of giggles and wiggles at PRISMA’s 
Kids’ Concert & Fun Fair on June 21, which featured an 
introduction to all the different sections of the orchestra, 
musical storytime with special guest Sonia Zagwyn from 
Powell River Public Library, and many lively student 
performances!



Academy highlights
At PRISMA, we value our audience being privy to 
all the workings of the orchestra. Our curriculum 
never forgets that the audience is always part of 
the equation. 

Orchestra Rehearsals
All students played and performed in the PRISMA 
Festival Orchestra conducted by Arthur Arnold, former 
music director of the Moscow Symphony Orchestra. The 
orchestra rehearsed daily, logging over 36 hours by the 
time the festival was complete. In 2022, the PRISMA 
Festival Orchestra prepared two full symphony concert 
programs, was featured in a gala opening concert, and 
performed at a free outdoor community performance 
known as PRISMA on the Beach.

Making a Life as a Musician
On June 20, guest artists and students participated in an 
interactive Q&A roundtable event known as “Musical 
Chairs.” Since 2019, with funding support from Creative 
BC, this initiative has helped PRISMA dig deep into the 
unique expertise of our guest artists and their years of 
experience in the classical music field. From wellness tips 
to orchestra etiquette, no question from students was 
off-limits!

Audition Training
Students took part in blind/mock auditions to improve 
their skills and gain more experience with the extremely 
important process of auditioning.

“It’s a really fantastic program, not only to learn more 
about performing and your instrument but also the 
orchestral experience and the orchestral repertoire and the 
audition process. I can tell you personally that I took things 
I learned from PRISMA and applied them directly to my 
Vancouver Symphony audition and it was really immensely 
helpful.”

– Jacob van der Sloot 
   2019 PRISMA student 
   Violist, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

Private Lessons & Masterclasses
PRISMA students received multiple one-on-one lessons, 
as well as group masterclasses in front of an engaged 
and supportive live audience. Their instructors were 
24 internationally-renowned musicians from premier 
orchestras and conservatories.

Limelight Concerts
On weekday afternoons, select students and guest artists 
performed solo repertoire and chamber music in exciting 
configurations that took audiences of all ages behind the 
scenes.

Community outreach
PRISMA for Kids
A partnership with School District 47 enabled our PRISMA 
for Kids program, which in 2022 included school visits from 
the maestro throughout the year, the creation of classroom 
resource materials based on the musical repertoire, as well 
as a morning instructed orchestra rehearsal on June 15 and a 
free evening Kids’ Concert & Fun Fair on June 21. The latter 
featured an earlier start time than other concerts, repertoire 
geared specifically towards children, free activities (face 
painting, musical instrument petting zoo, photo booth), food 
(popcorn, lemonade, ice cream) and an introduction to each 
section of the orchestra from the maestro and select students. 
PRISMA also joined forces with Powell River Public Library 
for musical storytime sessions with Children’s Services 
Coordinator Sonia Zagwyn. A subcommittee comprised of 
PRISMA staff, board and volunteers is responsible for steering 
the PRISMA for Kids program and its activities each year.

PRISMA on the Beach
After a two-year absence, PRISMA on the Beach returned on 
June 18. This free, family-friendly community celebration 
attracted over 1,000 attendees to Willingdon Beach Park 
and featured orchestral collaborations with Tla’amin Nation 
singers and drummers – including the premiere of Drew 
Blaney’s “Celebration Song,” performances by the PRISMA 
Festival Orchestra and guest artists and a 10th anniversary 
fanfare composed by Marcus Goddard. Thank you to Pacific 
Coastal Airlines and Creative BC for supporting this event.

Over 250 students from School District 47 and École 
Côte-du-Soleil visited the Evergreen Theatre on June 
15 for an instructed reherasal. Two children even got 
to conduct the PRISMA Festival Orchestra!

Thanks to RBC, we were able to have four-time 
Olympian Christopher Spring join us as our special 
guest emcee. There are plenty of parallels between high-
level athletics and music! Concentration, perseverance, 
practice, dedication... can you think of more?



Tla’amin connections
PRISMA is proud to have had the Tla’amin Nation as a sponsor 
of the festival since its inception. Each year, Elders, dancers 
and singers open PRISMA with a blessing and welcome song 
in the ʔayʔaǰuθəm (Ayajuthem) language. 

For the past several years, PRISMA has also collaborated 
musically with members of the Tla’amin Nation, working 
in conjunction with local Indigenous composers to arrange 
traditional songs for orchestra, and facilitate collaborations 
with these composers and other members of the Tla’amin 
Nation to perform them for the community. These have been 
important reciprocal experiences for Indigenous and non-
Indigenous collaborators, both on and off the stage.

In 2022, PRISMA commissioned a new composition, 
“Celebration Song”, from Drew Blaney (traditional name: 
Kespahl), a singer, drummer and cultural heritage manager 
with the Tla’amin Nation. The orchestra also performed 
Blaney’s “Caring Song” as well as “Welcome Song” by Cyndi 
Pallen (traditional name: čɩnɛ.) These compositions were 
arranged for orchestra by award-winning composer Marcus 
Goddard, associate principal trumpet with the Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra. 

“Singing our songs with the PRISMA orchestra is an incredible 
experience,” says Pallen. “The audience and participants you 
have at PRISMA are multicultural… Songs and music bring 
us together and it is exciting to be part of that. It is beautiful 
to see how different cultures come together when we perform 
together. Differences disappear.”

PRISMA intends to continue and expand the fruitful musical 
relationship with the Tla’amin Nation and grow the list of 
orchestrations of the traditional songs each year. This ongoing 
project connects cultures through music and creates a new 
musical legacy that plays a part in changing the Eurocentric 
narrative of classical music by adding Indigenous-created/led 
works to the canon of performable works for orchestra. 

PRISMA has a strong and very unique connection to Tla’amin 
that inspires many students to learn more about truth and 
reconciliation. Our 2022 students offered these reflections:

“It was good to see this partnership... I don’t think any other 
festival has such a relationship with Indigenous people whose 
land they take place on.” 

“It was nice to see so much acknowledgement and a good 
relationship with the Tla’amin people.” 

“Powerful. I’m so glad we were able to collaborate with them.” 

“One of the most beautiful experiences here.”

Scan here to read an article in Stir 
Magazine about PRISMA’s collaborations 
with the Tla’amin Nation.



Music tourism
Powell River’s scenic location, combined with strong local 
support, is what makes the PRISMA Festival & Academy truly 
one-of-a-kind in the world. Our event encourages regional/
rural tourism to extend visitation beyond the short peak 
seasons and offers a noticeable boost for restaurants, hotels and 
other businesses in the qathet region. 

Sail to the Symphony
Sail to the Symphony is PRISMA’s annual tour and lunch 
package for Vancouver Island residents, offered in conjunction 
with a special matinée performance enjoyed by qathet region 
locals and visitors alike. After a two-year hiatus, this event 
made a triumphant return on Saturday, June 25, welcoming 
hundreds of concertgoers from Vancouver Island. Thanks to 
our presenting sponsor BC Ferries, matinée concert sponsor 
Robbins & Company and longtime PRISMA supporters Balfe 
Martin Private Wealth for making it possible.

For the past ten years, PRISMA has brought a classical 
music festival to the rural community of Powell River, 
with orchestral and chamber music performances, 
masterclasses, and limelight concerts... One of the 
festival highlights includes the Sail to the Symphony 
matinée tour package, which draws a full ferry of 
visitors from Vancouver Island on the final day of 
PRISMA for sight-seeing, lunching and concertgoing.

Tourism is the top economic driver for the Sunshine 
Coast, and PRISMA is a critical event which attracts 
thousands of visitors to the northern Sunshine Coast/
qathet region...

– Annie Wise 
   Executive Director, Sunshine Coast Tourism

Supporting local
PRISMA is proud to have collaborated with dozens of qathet region businesses in 2022. Here are just a few of the 
areas in which we were able to utilize the talents and expertise of local suppliers and keep dollars in our community.

Vancouver Island University
Vancouver Island University, through its Powell River 
Culinary Arts program, provided catering for PRISMA 
2022 including meals for students, guest artists and staff, 
as well as the Sail to the Symphony luncheon on June 25. 
The delicious food the students and their instructors Avi 
Sternberg and Linda Shaben created each day, combined 
with the positive environment they fostered both in and out 
of the kitchen, truly heightened the PRISMA experience

One of the most unique aspects of this partnership was the 
fact that both organizations are centred around training 
students for a professional environment. VIU Culinary 
Arts students are working towards becoming future chefs 
and food service professionals; PRISMA students are 
working towards becoming future professional orchestra 
musicians. With just one wall between them, students were 
simultaneously giving it their all in environments that 
simulated all the rigours and challenges of a professional 
workspace. We believe that this kind of immersive 
engagement was quite unique in the sense that it existed 
side-by-side in this way. All students involved took major 
leaps closer toward achieving their career goals and 
gathering valuable skills needed to succeed in the workforce. 

The VIU students and instructors comprised a team that 
clearly took pride in their environment and cared deeply 
about the food they were creating. We were touched that the 
VIU students cared about the event itself, made an effort 
to ask insightful questions and even took PRISMA up on 
its offer of complimentary tickets for several performances, 
heading into the theatre after their shifts had finished to 
cheer on the musicians. PRISMA believes this engagement 
was a shining example of community partnership and
collaboration. We are excited to see it continue in 2023, 
and are thrilled that the VIU students and organization 
experienced as many tangible benefits as we did.

Clement & Wallace Violins
Powell River is fortunate to have the expert luthier skills 
of Laura Wallace and Brigitte Ouellet right here in the 
community. Each year in the weeks leading up to PRISMA, 
the crew from Clement & Wallace Violins stops by the 
office to get our five basses – purchased in 2019 with the 
assistance of a BC Arts Council grant – ready for action.

Designer Signs
Thanks to the support of the Province of British Columbia 
though Creative BC and the Tourism Events Program, 
PRISMA was able to commission several new signage 
pieces in 2022 to enhance its venues and promote its 
activites. The craftspeople at Designer Signs Powell 
River were tasked with this work, tackling everything 
from roadside banners to directional signage to custom 
backdrops and pillar wraps for the Rotary Pavillion at 
Willingdon Beach Park, which will be seen by thousands of 
attendees each year during various PRISMA events.



Financial summary
PRISMA returned to a full festival in 2022, with revenues of 
$645,115 and expenses of $651,584, resulting in a deficit of 
$6,470. PRISMA remains financially strong with net assets 
of $406,956, which includes $256,183 in restricted and 
unrestricted cash. 

PRISMA received a donation of $25,000 from Toni and 
Hildegard Cavelti. The board voted to give this gift a legacy 
and add it to the PRISMA Endowment Fund held with Gift 
Funds Canada. This contribution is posted to the donation 
line in the expenses. We are thrilled that with this addition, 
our Endowment Fund now stands at $112,000. Growing the 
Endowment Fund will help secure PRISMA’s future. 

Cash
Restricted cash
Accounts receivable
Inventory
Equipment
Instruments

Government grants
Other grants
General donations and sponsorships
Musical Merit Fund donations
In-kind donations and sponsorships
Student fees
Tickets and programs
Fundraising and other earned revenue
Other

Net assets

In the financial statements, the prior year comparison 
represents a modified financial year due to the pandemic. 
For a more accurate comparison, we can look to 2019, when 
revenues were $679,000 and expenses were $637,700. In 2022 
we reached 70% of our 2019 donations and ticket sales. Grants 
received from the Province of British Columbia and the three 
bodies of local government continue to sustain us as we build 
back our earned revenues and our sponsor and donor base to 
pre-pandemic levels.

PRISMA is grateful to all who continue to trust us with 
donations, sponsorships and grants.

Revenues

Expenses

Artistic
Student related costs
Advertising and promotion
Fundraising and sales expense
Administration
In-kind donations
In-kind grants (facilities)
Production related costs
Salaries and contracts
Donations
Amortization and currency exchange

YEAR ENDED YEAR ENDED
SEPTEMBER 30, 2022 SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

Cash 148,575                         111,297                         
Restricted cash 107,608                         151,709                         
Accounts receivable 27,732                           9,637                             
Inventory 4,541                             2,777                             

Current Assets 288,456                         275,420                         
Equipment 58,159                           65,737                           
Instruments 71,639                           75,410                           

Property and Equipment 129,798                         141,147                         
Assets 418,254                         416,567                         

Accounts payable 11,298                           3,141                             
Liabilities 11,298                           3,141                             

General fund 299,349                         261,717                         
Restricted fund 74,640                           123,086                         
BC Gaming fund 32,967                           28,623                           

Net Assets 406,956$                       413,426$                       

YEAR ENDED YEAR ENDED
SEPTEMBER 30, 2022 SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

Government grants 229,781                         234,203                         
Other Grants -                                     29,500                           
General donations and sponsorships 120,487                         60,192                           
Musical Merit Fund donations 35,314                           35,731                           
In-kind donations and sponsorships 60,966                           24,734                           
Student fees 120,904                         2,900                             
Tickets and programs 54,909                           -                                     
Fundraising and other earned revenue 21,890                           -                                     
Other 865                                296                                

Total Revenues 645,115                         387,556                         

Artistic 102,362                         26,504                           
Student related costs 91,325                           1,897                             
Advertising and promotion 27,686                           27,475                           
Fundraising and sales expense 18,074                           4,885                             
Administration 47,565                           18,896                           
In-kind donations 60,966                           24,734                           
In-kind grants (facilities) 36,000                           -                                     
Production related costs 40,085                           25,860                           
Salaries and contracts 190,022                         154,774                         
Donations 25,000                           -                                     
Amortization and currency exchange 12,499                           11,730                           

Total Expenses 651,584                         296,755                         

Excess of Revenues over Expenses (6,470)$                          90,801$                         

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

For the complete accountant prepared financial statements, please visit www.prismafestival.com



Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

Diamond Sponsors
Pacific Coastal Airlines
Powell River Town Centre Mall
Powell River Town Centre Hotel
Stubberfield Funeral Home Ltd.

Platinum Sponsors
Beach Gardens Resort & Marina
Robbins & Company

Gold Sponsors
40 Knots Winery
Peak Publishing Ltd.
Powell River Public Library
School District 47
Tempco
Vancouver Island University

Silver Sponsors
Aaron Service & Supply
Edward Sanderson Acupuncture
Footprint Nature Explorations
Josh Statham Personal Real Estate Corporation
Lois Lake Steelhead
Modern Aluminum & Vinyl Products Ltd.
The Old Courthouse Inn
Terracentric Coastal Adventures
Westview U-Vin U-Brew

Bronze Sponsor
Co-Operators
dmd Chartered Professional Accountants
Lamont & Company Public Accountant
Point Group Hospitality
Subway

Government Support
BC Arts Council
City of Powell River
Creative BC
Destination British Columbia
Government of British Columbia
qathet Arts Council
qathet Regional District
Tla’amin Nation

Foundations
Carol Hamilton Foundation
Gift Funds Canada: The PRISMA Endowment Fund
Illahie Foundation
Powell River Community Foundation
RBC Emerging Artists
Rudy Van Der Maeden Foundation

Community Friends
Dr. Ashok Varma
Evangel Church
Powell River Academy of Music
Royal LePage
Save-On-Foods
Serena Eades Academy of Music
Sunshine Coast Fuels Ltd.

Volunteers
Anonymous
Lyn Adamson
Dawn Adaszynski
Brendan Allen
Heather Allen
Herb Auerbach
Jayde Bazinet
Roberta Beiser
Barry Bennett
Doreen Berrington
Wyatt Bombardir
Howard Bridger
Lois Bridger
Chris Brighting
Rebecca Burbank
Steve Carson
Marlene Chamberlain
Ann Cowan
Cindy Dalcourt
Laverne Dalziel
Taylor Danroth
Peter Deane
Don Edwards
Todd English
Grant Fischer
Janet Forsyth
Jan Giffen
Ellie Guindon
Norman Guindon
Angelika Hackett
Carol Hamilton
Amy Heather & family

Deborah Howitt
Margeret Jones
Paul Jones
Paul Kamon
Sue Kirkpatrick
Maru Lee
Jean Mackenzie
Holly Mackenzie
Darryl Magnus-Brown
Fern Magnus-Brown
Fraser Martyniuk
Terry Martyniuk
Ian McIntyre
Judy McIntyre
Libby Mcdowell
Salin Moeni
Richard Montagna
Maura O’Hea
Jan Padgett
William Pallot
Faye Perry
Warren Peters
Jeff Pollit
Cheryl Rose
Sherry Sakamoto
Jeanette Scott
John Silver
Selina Smith
Mark Stevens
Kim Stokes
Misha Sumchenko
Peggy Tetarenko
Jo Thomas

Patricia Thompson
Jeannie Thomson
Maureen Tierney
Diana Vaughn
Nina Whitside

Homestay Hosts
Brendan & Heather Allen
Hector & Donna Beauchesne
Cindy & Andre Dalcourt
Steven Grover & Susan Dawkins
Lynda Harris
Kathryn Hjorleifson
Meriko Kubota
Brad Leggett
Petra & Paul Lavigne
Kate & Craig McCahon
Barbara Sherriff
Lot & Adrian Sparham
Patrick Tepoorten
Pat Thompson
Judy Watts
Ron Woznow

PRISMA Fellows
Brian Balfe (2019) 
Paul Schachter (2019) 
Sharon Thomas (2019) 
John Silver (2020) 
Brendan & Heather Allen (2021)
Lee Coulter (2022) 
Liz & Michael Matthews (2022)

Supporters



Donors

Legacy Gifts
Toni & Hildegard Cavelti
Harry & Louise Lundquist
RBC Dominion Securities (Brian Balfe, Don Somers)
Monty Tyrwhitt-Drake
Rudy Van Der Maeden Foundation

Musical Merit Fund
Heather & Brendan Allen
Dona Campbell & Brian Walker
Chapman Family
Chris Coppin
Linda Lea Harvey
Mary Henry
Heron Family, in memory of Michael
Nancy & Alex Hollmann
Josh & Lin Inman
Lili Kopala
Michael & Liz Matthews
Ian & Judy McIntyre
Irene O’Connor
Sharon Thomas
Michelle Zarin
   in memory of Alan Blazek
   in memory of Mike Finnigan
   in memory of Larry Harlow
   in memory of Barney Glaser
   in memory of Herbie Herbert
   in memory of Ismael Rivera Jr.
   in memory of Georgie Wein
   in memory of Jack Hylen

Maestro’s Circle
Toni & Hildegard Cavelti
Nancy & Alex Hollmann
Illahie Foundation
Monty Tyrwhitt-Drake

Encore Club
Brendan & Heather Allen 
Chapman Family
Heron Family, in memory of Michael
Mike Robinson & Lynn Webster
Sharon Thomas

Benefactor
Anonymous x 2
Brian Balfe & Marie Trudeau
Barry Bennett & Anne Leaman
Patrick Brabazon & Jane Cameron
John Bruin & Susan Garrett
Dona Campbell & Brian Walker
Chris Coppin
Linda Lea Harvey
Mary Henry
Jacqueline Koerner
Michael & Liz Matthews
Sherry Sakamoto
Paul Schachter & Denise Reinhardt
Terry & Lorraine Stokes
Alane Wilson & Terry Norreault
Michelle Zarin

Patron
Lyn Adamson & Kathie Mack
Arthur Arnold & Kim Stokes
Kim & Charles Barton-Bridges
John & Janice Bennett
Doreen Berrington
Dennis & Kay Bremner
Beth Carter
Lee Coulter
Sean & Ruth Dees
Steven Grover & Susan Dawkins
Martha Lou Henley
Christien Kaaij
Michael Keating
Lili Kopala
Meriko Kubota
James & Norah LeClare
Dr. Stan & Jean Lubin
Fern & Darryl Magnus-Brown
Robert & Hannah Main
Johanna & Randy Moore
Rudy North
Irene O’Connor
Andy & Ashley Rice
Jeanette & Barry Scott
Karl & Christy Siegler
Gillian Turner & Ross McMillan
Marguerite Unger 

Friend
Hector & Donna Beauchesne
Terri & Steve Beck
Kim Beno
Marnie Carter
Paul Champion
Ann Cowan-Buitenhuis
Doug Dobson & Winnie Snow
Mary Doherty
Michael Geller
Josh & Lin Inman
Mary Kallal
Mary Luckman
Jean MacKenzie
Barry & Barbara McBride

Ian & Judy McIntyre
Frank Metcalf
Shirley & Doug Milligan
Richard Montagna
John & Barb Myers
William Pallot
Mara Park
Martin Peh
Tracy Satterfield
Sheila & Alan Shaw
Nicholas Simons
Lot & Adrian Sparham
Elizabeth Vreede

Duo
Anonymous
Barry Auger
Bev Bligh
Diane Bolton
Dr. Leta Burachailo
Afton Cayford
Bryce & Kim Code
Laverne Dalziel
Marie Dent
Wendy Drummond
Max & Winnie Ferrier
Fraser & Madeleine Field
Bruce Findlay
Ruth Gibson
Pat Greyell
Norm & Ellie Guindon
Matt & Desiree Gustavson
Anne Harrison
Richard Hoath
William & Heather Ireland
Susan Jackson
William Jeffries
Patricia Jones
Mary MacDonald
Helen MacKenzie
Jennifer MacMillen
Heather Maximea
Pat McDonald
Allan McMurray

Marcia Mehaffey
Russ & Lin Morrison
Diane O’Connor
Cedwyn & Margaret Phillips
Hindaleah Ratner
Joyce Relyea
Susie & Bob Rice
Donna Siu
Michael Slade & Ulli Wolff
Janice Slingsby
Judi Spencer
Pat Thompson
John Thorne
Anne & Bill Trussler
Carolyn Walton-Kay

Solo
Herb Auerbach
Heather Baldwin
Anne Cameron
Patty Catcher
Joan Christensen
David Clark
Mélie DeChamplain
Rae Fitzgerald
Melanie Friesen
Debra Gill
Steven Goodman
Lynda Harris
Kathryn Hjorleifson
Rowena Huberman
CaroleAnn Leishman
Diane McKendrick
Eleanor Montour
Maura O’Hea
Gareth Sirotnik
Russell Storry
Jo Thomas
Jeannie Thompson
Annabelle Tully-Barr

An additional note of gratitude to all 
who have joined us since this list was 
compiled.

Did you know?
Some of the most gifted musicians at PRISMA have faced the 
greatest financial obstacles. Our Musical Merit Fund is the key to 
making our academy accessible to deserving students who meet 
or exceed the competitive enrolment requirements but cannot 
otherwise afford the cost of tuition, meals and lodging.



In recognition of our 2022 PRISMA Fellows
Annually since 2019, the Pacific Region International Summer Music Association (PRISMA) has awarded honorary 
fellowships to some of its biggest supporters. Inductees are recognized publicly and presented with a certificate and 
commemorative photo print as small tokens of our gratitude. Our Class of 2022 included Lee Coulter and Liz & 
Michael Matthews.

Liz & Michael Matthews
Liz Matthews has served in a volunteer capacity at PRISMA 
since its early days, overseeing guest artist housing and 
travel in her role as transportation, lodging and housing 
coordinator.

“An enthusiast, a volunteer, and someone who cared 
about those who came to participate from the very start,” 
remarked PRISMA president Mike Robinson.

Michael Matthews served as president of the PRISMA 
board from 2015 to 2018, bringing a focus on planning, a 
business-like protocol, and international intellectual scope. 
He also assisted in promoting a permanent staff amidst 
the shift from a working board to a governance board. He 
concluded his tenure on the board at the 2022 AGM.

“He oversaw that transition and that’s a major achievement 
for any board to undertake and it requires careful 
guardianship and hard, hard work to make it work,” said 
Robinson.

Matthews took the stage briefly to reflect on his tenure with 
PRISMA, calling it an honour and privilege.

“I think it really is an incredible organization that gives so 
much to the community and so much to the individuals 
involved – students, audience, organizers, volunteers,” he said.

Adds PRISMA artistic director, Arthur Arnold, “PRISMA 
would not exist without its volunteers, whether it’s at 
the board level or in any other capacity. Community 
engagement brings joy to many, not just to those directly 
involved. It’s the ripple effect that spreads the joy far and 
wide.”

Lee Coulter
Lee Coulter has been involved in PRISMA in various 
capacities since 2013 – most notably as a volunteer general 
manager of PRISMA’s first two festivals, and once again in 
2018. He also served as PRISMA’s treasurer from 2019-2021 
before transitioning into the end of his tenure on the board 
at the 2022 AGM.

His fellowship was bestowed at PRISMA’s Annual General 
Meeting, held on February 11, 2022 at the ARC Community 
Event Centre in Powell River.

PRISMA president Mike Robinson commended Coulter’s 
well-rounded skill set, from a mastery of Robert’s Rules of 
Order in the board room, to his administrative proficiency 
in the office, to a willingness to haul instruments backstage.

“A wonderful contribution and ten years of it,” said 
Robinson. “We thank you for what you’ve done for the 
organization.”

In his speech to attendees at the AGM, Coulter garnered 
laughter after expressing his relief about finally being able to 
put down the heavy instruments once and for all.

“I’m very proud of my involvement with PRISMA,” he 
added. “I would also like to thank all of the people who have 
worked so hard to make PRISMA the success that it is today, 
and I would equally want to thank you as supporters in one 
form or another for those of you who have volunteered, 
those of you who have donated so much during all of these 
years… I will miss the close association with so many of you 
but I leave knowing that PRISMA will continue to grow and 
flourish.”

Dear Friends of PRISMA,

As we look forward to another exciting season of world-class 
music and cultural exchange, I want to take a moment to 
thank you for your ongoing support of the PRISMA Festival 
& Academy. Your dedication and passion for the arts are what 
make our festival a truly special experience for all involved.

This upcoming season, we are thrilled to present symphony 
concerts by the students that form the PRISMA Festival 
Orchestra as well as chamber music concerts by our esteemed 
guest artists. The young musicians will showcase their talents 
and hard work through powerful performances of classical 
masterpieces such as the joyful Brahms Symphony No. 2,
the passionate Dvorak Cello Concerto with the return 
of Henry Shapard as cello soloist, and Mahler’s epic first 
symphony, Titan. In addition, we are excited to host a series 
of chamber music concerts featuring our renowned guest 
artists – experienced musicians from leading orchestras. 
These intimate concerts will provide a unique opportunity 
to experience the beauty and virtuosity of some of the finest 
musicians in the world. On weekday afternoons we will 
present masterclasses and exciting Limelight Concerts in 
which you get to know the guest artists and students on a 
more personal level.

At PRISMA, we believe that music has the power to connect 
people from all walks of life. Through our performances 
and educational programs, we strive to build a strong and 
inclusive community that celebrates diversity and promotes 
understanding. My motto for this year is: Consciously 
Creating Community Through Culture. We need community, 
more than ever, and not limited to city or country borders.

We are proud to support our international students in the 
development of their professional careers. As they take their 
talents and experiences back to their home countries, we 
know that they will be forever inspired by the welcoming and 
supportive community of the qathet region, and the program 
that we offer here at PRISMA.

As we embark on another season, we are excited to share with 
you the many accomplishments and highlights of the past 
year in this Annual Report. We hope that you will join us in 
continuing to build a vibrant and thriving arts community.

Sincerely,

Arthur Arnold
Artistic Director, PRISMA Festival & Academy

Looking forward...



Office Address 
7100 Alberni St. 
Powell River, BC
office@prismafestival.com

Mailing Address 
Suite 9 - 4313 Alberta Ave. 
Powell River, BC
V8A 5G7

1-855-577-4762 (1-855-5PRISMA)

PRISMA 2023 is June 12-24
www.prismafestival.com


