A song... forasong

By Isabelle Southcott -isabelle@prliving.ca

etween the frogs peeping in early

spring and the crickets chirping as
summer fades, dozens of classically-
trained young musicians are coming to
Powell River this month to offer their
own sounds.

The Pacific Region International Sum -
mer Music Academy (PRISMA) takes
place from June 18 to 28. Internationally-
renowned artists train students from all
over the world.

For bargain prices, Powell River resi -
dents and visitors are invited to enjoy
several chamber and orchestra con -
certs — a benefit of the city’s dual role as
a small, seaside retreat and increasingly-
global arts hub.

Arthur Arnold is PRISMA's music direc -
tor. Originally from Holland, his work
year extends from Russia, where he is the
chief conductor of the Moscow Symphony
Orchestra, to Powell River. He spoke with
Powell River Living about the meaning of
the music he conducts.

PRL: What's exciting about hearing classical

works performed, live?

ARTHUR ARNOL D: If you think of great
works, like the magnificent cathedrals of Eu-
rope, there are only so many and that is what
we have. You can go to France and touch the
Notre Dame; you can touch the door and
open it. You can smell the cold air inside and

walk on the gravestones of the dead. When
you think of Tchaikovsky’s Sixth, | can show
you the score. | can show you the pages and
| can open the score. But with music, the real
product is the sound that comes to you and

in order to make that happen everything has
to be just right in that moment. Everything
must come together in the right place, with
the right people, with the right music, and at
the right time. That is how special music is
and to have that happen in Powell River is
really pretty rare.

PRL: For those of us who don’t know very
much about chamber and orchestras, what
will we get out of a concert?

AA: Just listen to the music and let it wash

over you. I've seen people at concerts who

really know nothing about music who were
in tears. It's really that powerful.

PRL: For classical music geeks, what good-
ies does PRISMA offer?

AA: Violinist Soyoung Yoon [the winner of
the International Henryk Wieniawski Violin
Competition in 2011] is incredible. The

fact that she is coming is quite amazing.
Another violinist, Herbert Greenberg, has a
long history as concertmaster in Baltimore,
and has performed —on his 1685 Stradi -
varius—as soloist in Carnegie Hall. Andrew
Wan is equally at home as a soloist, cham -
ber musician, and orchestra musician. In
August 2008, he was named concertmas -
ter of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra,
making him one of the youngest leaders of
a major symphony.

PRL: What is PRISMA 2013's splashiest
community event?

AA: PRISMA has organized a special out -
door event for Powell River with food and
music and art that will take place on June
20 from 5 to 9 p.m. at Willingdon Beach.
The musical program gets underway at
6:30 pm. We want to bring together all the
different music and art that Powell River
has to offer to make people aware of why
this is such an incredible community.
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Plan to succeed.

Whatever your plans, our personalized
approach to financial planning can help
make them a reality. Let me help you
provide for the people you care about...
now and over time.
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I’'m Brandy Peterson, and | believe that buying and selling should be

a stress-free process. Let me take care of the hassles that are too often
part of the transaction. Born and raised in Powell River, | am a full time
REALTOR® committed to providing outstanding client services.

Let's talk! 604 485-4231 office » 604 344-1234 direct - 1-877-485-4231 toll free « coastrealty.com. brandypeterson@shaw.ca- 476
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PRL: Why is PRISMA important for young musicians?

AA: So much knowledge and tradition from the great musicians
of long ago has been passed on to current professors who studied
with those legends. Now that knowledge has to be passed on

to the next generation. Our teachers studied with the masters of
music world... like artists who studied with the Van Goghs and the
Rembrandts of the art world. To have this in this beautiful part of
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PR Harbour Guesthouse
Across from Westview Ferry Terminal

4454 Willingdon Ave, Powell River, BC
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www.prhostel.ca « prhostel@gmail.com
International hostel with fully equipped
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the world where students can devote them-
selves for two weeks to their passion, their
calling, is wonderful.

PRL: What does a conductor do for an
orchestra?

AA: We all become used to everything we
do and it becomes normal. When | work
with an orchestra and | feel that the passion
is not there, | confront them and challenge
them and remind them about keeping the
passion in music. You do not know who in
the audience needs our music and whose
life we will change because of it.

PRL: What does PRISMA do for this city?

AA: Eighty students are registered from

all around the world. They come for two
weeks; they spend money here on hotel
nights and food. All of this goes directly into
Powell River's economy. We also created a
new paid staff position.

PRL: Do you have plans for more integration with the city?

AA: This is just the beginning. We could add a B orchestra of high
school students—and our PRISMA students could stay to teach
them. We could have an adult orchestra who want to do chamber
and orchestral music.

PRL: For locals who want to support PRISMA’s continuing pres-
ence here, what should we do?

AA: When you support PRISMA, you support Powell River because
you give to the community artistically and economically. Individuals
can purchase tickets to concerts, donate or volunteer. At only $22

a ticket, the price is about one third of what you'd pay to attend a
concert of this caliber in a big city. This is just the beginning. Our
team has done an incredible amount of work in a very short time.

| am confident it will grow. RL

This interview has been edited.
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PRISMA 2013 Performance Lineup

Enhance the year’s longest days with strings and horns

Concerto Competition Symphony Concert
Wednesday, June 19, 7:30 pm Saturday, June 22, 1:30 pm &

($3) 7:30 pm
Celebration of music, food & art

Willingdon Beach Event
Thursday, June 20, 5 to 9 pm

Faculty Chamber Music Concert
Wednesday, June 26, 7:30 pm

Symphony Concert
Faculty Chamber Music Concert Friday, June 28, 7:30 pm
Friday, June 21, 7:30 pm

Tickets for faculty & symphony concerts « $22, youth $11

Season ticket » $75 available online, at Breakwater Books and at the Evergreen Theatre
one hour before each concert. Visit the website at www.orchestra-academy.ca for more info.
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The Boardwalk Restaurantin Lund

There's always a reason to come to Lund!
Here’s another...

West Coast BBQ

3 oz lingcod and chips with a 3 0z BBQ salmon, with salad, $14
HOURS - Daily 11am-9 pm (1 hr past sunset)

BONUS

Master Classes

Daily 3:30 to 5:30 pm except on
symphony concerts days ($3)

Student Recitals

Most days, 5:30 to 6 pm. The
students play the results of their
Master Class (free)

Paradise by the Sea!
4845 Marine Avenue
Reservations « 604.485.2242

www.WillingdonBeach.ca

Join us for a
longest-day-of-the-year
celebration June 21!

604 483-2201+ theboardwalkrestaurant.ca
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